Designing your dream course for Year 11 in 2011
A suggested process
1. List the CONTENT – topics and proposed texts you would love to teach to a Year 11 class. Consider a mainstream AND/ OR an extension group. The only constraints are: It will include the study of a Shakespeare play and poetry. 
2. Consider planning a thematic programme – with an over-arching topic for whole year, half year, term by term or some other time-frame combination.

3. Bear in mind that the various topics, areas of study etc have assessment tasks at Level 1 and Level 2 that are pretty much the same – which may mean you do not cover all aspects of “English the subject” at both levels - but that the strands of the NZC are covered over the two years. (An example – having spent time in Years 9 and 10 with visual/ verbal production maybe that could be put into a Level 2 programme and not included as an assessed task at Level 1.)

4. Read 1.1, 1.2 and 1.3 carefully and select one, two or three that you will include. (This is to ensure your course qualifies for a SUBJECT endorsement – a minimum of 3 internal and 3 external credits are required.)

5. Go to the matrix and identify assessment tasks that could be placed alongside SOME OR ALL of your chosen teaching course topics/ texts. Maximum credit value for course = 24, preferably fewer. The ideal maybe 19 – 23.

6. Consider “piggybacking” – using a text for two purposes. e.g. a novel may be used as one text towards the “explaining significant connections across a range of texts”(1.8)  as well as providing an option for the external essay on written text. (1.1)

7. Read the BLUE sheets to familiarise yourself with the “conditions of assessment” and check that they fit your planned programme.

8. Read the GREY sample programme for some ideas….

9. Give Robin one sheet of paper that lists the content/ texts on the left and the appropriate assessment tasks on the right. Do not overly concern yourself with time frames, learning sequences or curriculum links at this stage – unless you want to. Obviously you will need to consider the length of the teaching for each “unit”.  Please be aware that under the alignment ONE credit = TEN hours of instruction, homework and independent study/revision. Hence a FOUR credit task = 40 hours. This could be made up of 6 weeks (24 hours) in-class instruction, 6 weeks of homework (9 hours) and 7 hours of revision time (before practice exam and final exam)
10. All plans will be collated and presented as a grid for whole department discussion and decisions for 2011. 
